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As I'm sure you would have noticed, we have

changed the format of Grass Roots. This is in

response to numerous requests from

members for a publication that is easier to

keep on the bookshelf. The A4 format was

relatively cheap to produce, but quite

disposable. We have been able to get a very

competitive price to produce an A5 with a

stiffer cover. We hope that this format meets

with your approval. Please let me, or other

council members know what you think of the

revised format of Grass Roots.

From the Editor

It is my pleasure to update you on recent

developments in our Society. You are all

aware that, for various reasons, the Society is

struggling to get its administration up to

standard. Due to Freyni Killer's (our

administrator) hard work 31 new members

have joined the Society, and paid up

membership has increased from 160 to 250

out of the 480 registered members. As fees

were due by 30 September, I urge all

members to make sure that they settle their

a c c o u n t s . P l e a s e c o n t a c t F r e y n i

(admin@gssa.co.za) if you haven't received

an account, or if there is any uncertainty.

Please note that members who are not paid up

will not receive a journal as has happened in

the past. This is the main reason for the

Society's current poor financial situation.

We again ask you to be patient in assisting

and supplying us with your updated details

either by contacting the administrator or via

the web page.

Members have requested that we change the

format of Grass Roots form A4 to A5 as it is

more practical format to store on your

bookshelves. We are pleased to comply with

your request.

If you have any comments or thoughts that

you wish to share with the Society please

send them in. Maybe as a start we can look at

the question of monitoring. The current 200 -

point, nearest-plant technique, which is

widely used in the humid parts of the country,

has been criticised for not being able to

predict change. This is valid comment, the

question is, what alternative should be used?

Please send you comments to me -

peddieg@dunrs.kzntl.gov.za or P O Box 626

Dundee 3000. I look forward to some lively

debate.

Regards,

Graham

We are all looking forward to the Second

Joint Congress to be held at Goudini Spa

from 27/6 to 1/7/2004. Should you have any

queries, please contact the congress

organizers at: + 27 21 805 5321 or

aneldavh@elsenburg.com.

The VII International Rangeland Congress

which was held in Durban from 26 July to 1

August was a worthwhile experience. The

Society would like to thank Dr Tony Palmer

and his organising team for their hard work

and being ambassadors for the Society and

SouthAfrica.

Remember, the Society can only be as good

as the support it receives from its members.

Annelie de Beer

President: GSSA
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The following letter was received from Geof
Calvert (farm care-taker of Plumtree High
School, and GSSA member since 1985) of
Zimbabwe. It has been slightly edited.

1. In my last muddly missive I think I brought
up the question of being able to use
"M.G.S.S.A" as a professional "Institute"
recognition where appropriate, as with the
SA Forest Institute, - especially having
joined in the midding 'eighties during my
veld research days at Matopos where, I
seem to remember, one was required to
hold a basic degree from a recognized
University and support from two
professional members in good technical
[BSc (+)] and membership standing, with a
year or three of professional practice. Then
the Consultants Register and restriction of
"MGSSA" to these Eminent people in
(R)SA. I think I suggested a minor
amendment which would provide the
Consultants with, e.g., a C(onsulting)
MGSSA, and the rest of us 'professionals'
with plain MGSSA and technical /
diplomate / interested / experienced
p r a c t i c a l f a r m e r s / w o r k e r s w i t h
A(ssociate)MGSSA. Useful in those areas
(eg Conferences, Workshops (!) etc.)
where certain people don't even converse

Matters arising!

with those of us lacking a Doctorate ------
I've experienced it, as a specialist at odd
international gatherings including
Ethiopia, Zambia, (Zim) and Finland.

2. I like Grassroots may it remain
informative but informative, I regret I
found the degradat ion summary
disappointing I was, as a "field" person,
perhaps expecting a more specifically
practical and less academic article! (no
disrespect implied or intended for the
Authors).Avery neat little study on

thornveld was done in Matopos not
long before I retired in '93 on a severely
degraded (experimentally created) site
which provided the eminently practical
results that simple pitting (by hand in our
case rather than contemporary scalloped-
disc mechanical) plus protection from
grazing and rain compactionby thorny
branches WORKED overseeding added
to the seedbank. Don't know where it was
written up as the internal annual reporting
system was changed to "international
(marble-polishing) publication" in /from
the early nineties. [To the detriment of
local on farm priorities along with much
else around this time . . .

3. Please try to maintain the' field day
summaries' for we out of access members!

Very Best Wishes,
Sincerely, Geof

Acacia
karroo

DESCRIPTION PRICE

6 Schnapps glasses in wooden gift box R180.00

2 Whiskey glasses in wooden gift box R130.00

6 Glass coasters in wooden gift box R110.00

Stainless steel mugs (with GSSA logo and one of the "Big Five",
or just GSSA logo, or just one of the "Big Five") R25.00

Stainless steel glasses (with GSSA logo and one of the "Big Five",
or just GSSA logo, or just one of the "Big Five") R25.00

To raise some funds for the GSSA, the Council
organised some limited edition GSSA branded
souvenirs to sell at the International Rangelands
Congress held in Durban earlier this year. For
those of you who couldn't make it, now is your
opportunity to get some for yourselves (and
they make excellent Christmas gifts!!). All of
the items are engraved with either the GSSA
logo or one of Africa's "Big Five". The sets of

Schnapps Glasses or Glass Coasters are
available with either all GSSAlogos or with one
GSSA logo and one each of the "Big Five". If
you would like to order any of the items listed
below, email admin@gssa.co.za, fax 033 390
3113 or phone Freyni on 083 256 7202. Postage
is not included, but will be determined by how
much is purchased.
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